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Art Unit: 3632 

Notice of Allowance 

This is the Notice of Allowance for application number 10/777,464 Reinforced 
Rod Holder, filed on 2/1 1/04. Claims 15-18 are allowed. 

Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
With regards to claim 15, the prior art does not teach at least one fastener boss 
receptive to a fastener bolt inserted through a slotted aperture in the backing plate. 
Although the term "receptive to a fastener bolt" was considered as a functional 
statement only and not a positive limitation, the Rupp and Potter, Jr. references as 
combined are not capable of accepting a fastener through an aperture in the backing 
plate, the acceptance of the bolt into the boss, which would fixedly attach the backing 
plate and the upper flange to each other in a manner that would not allow the elements 
to rotate relative to each other. Modifying the device as such would destroy the 
intended purpose of the device. 

With regards to claim 1 8, removing a fastener to remove the upper flange without 
disturbing the receiving socket is not possible since the receiving socket, which is 
attached to the backing plate, is suspended by the upper flange, so the removal of the 
upper flange will inherently disturb the receiving socket. 
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Conclusion 


Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Amy J. Sterling 
at telephone number 571-272-6823. The examiner can nornrally be reached 
(M-F 8 a.m.-5:00 p.m.). If attempts to reach the examiner are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Robert Olszewski at 571-272-6788. The fax machine number 
for the -Technology center is 571-273-8300 (formal amendments) or 571-273-6823 
(informal amendments/communications). Any inquiry of a general -nature or relating to 
the status of this application should be directed to the Technology Center receptionist at 



571-272-3600. 



Amy J. Sterling 
8/18/05 


